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INDIA IN BHUTAN |

Monthly E-Newsletter of the Embassy of India in Thimphu

AUGUST 2020

September 3, 2020
Dear Reader,

| am delighted to present the first monthly e-newsletter of the Embassy of India in Thimphu! This
newsletter will capture our activities in Bhutan, key developments in India and of course, heart-

warming stories of community and companionship.

August is, of course, a special month for us as we celebrated India's 74th Independence Day.
The warm messages we received from Bhutan are an indication of the strong bonds we share,

not just at the political level, but also at a personal one,

The Government of India launched a slew of development initiatives in August 2020 in the areas
of education, agriculture, taxation, and health, all aimed at helping India achieve self-
reliance: ‘Aatma Nirbhar Bharat

We hope you enjoy reading this first edition of our monthly e-newsletter,
Tashi Delek! Jai Hind!
- Ruchira Kamboj, Ambassador of India to Bhutan
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1e 6th consignment of medical

17 August 2020:

Government of Bhutan, at

supplies with 20,0C
Phuentsholin

assist Bhutan in fighting the Covid-19 pandemic.

a to
d, 1O

forward, India will continue to extend all possible support to Bhutan to minimize the

\ /1T . PR
e COVID-19 pandemic.

BILATERAL Two-way movement of cargo traffic via Ahllay,
Pasakha
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se to a request from the Royal Government of Bhutan, the

h the import and export of goods via the Land Customs
M India- Ph Jtan bo rd@’ This will greatly mitigate any

C s between the two countries arising T’*f,;r“m Th«’: recent
ou tb reak of Covid-19 at P hu oms holing

BILATERAL: Prime Minister Shrl Narendra Modi visited
Bhutan #0nThisDay in 2019
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17 August 2020: On this day In August 2019, Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi paid his
second State Visit to Bhutan.

Key outcomes of the visit were:

1. iInauguration of 720 MW Mangdechhu Hydroelectric Plant;
2. release of Bhutanese stamps commemorating five decades of mutually beneficial
bilateral cooperation in the hydro-power sector;
3. launch of Indian-issued RuPay cards in Bhutan;

4. inauguration of the Ground Earth Station of ISRO's South Asia Satellite in Thimphu;
5. Inauguration of the inter-connection between India's National Knowledge Network and
Bhutans Druk Research and Education Network;

0. signing of 10 bilateral MoUs including four MoUs on enhancement of Academic
Exchanges and STEM cooperation,

7. enhancement of currency swap limit under the SAARC Currency Swap Framework;

8. enhancement of subsidised LPGto 1000 MT per month:
Q. extension in loan of the statue of the revered Zhabdrung Ngawang Namgyal,
10. increase in scholarships at Nalanda University for Bhutan.

twittercom

RII' ATEFRAI “ India nrovidecs IIT acholarshing to Bhiitanece
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Studemts promotmg STEM educahom

Flaygla Lepcha: liT E-obay Bhowani Shankar Nirola:
IIT Delhi

Sanjit Bhattarai: |IT Bombay

With a focus on STEM education, agreements between the Royal University of Bhutan
and premier Indian institutes, viz. the Indian Institute of Technology-Kanpur, IIT-Delhi, and
IIT-Bombay were swgmed during Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi's visit to Bhutan in
August 2019.

As a follow up to this, two Bhutanese students, Ms. Srijana Gajmer and Mr. Sonam
Tshering, have recently been selected to pursue an M Tech. Engineering degree at the
prestigious IIT-Kanpur under \h\/ newly instituted India-Bhutan Friendship Scholarship

Additionally, the Government of India has offered Nehru-Wangchuck scholarships for
Bhutanese Post Craduate students in H s Bombay and Delhi in the current financial year
Ms. Raygina Lepcha and Mr. Sanjit Bhattarai have been selected to pursue PG studies at

I'T Bombay. Mr. Bhowani Shankar Nirola has been selected to study aT 11T Delhi Mrfhm
one more student, Mr. Suraj Mukhia, has been accepted by IIT Tirupati, another first for

the Bhutan-India friendship
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BILATERAL Two Bhutanese win second position in Global
#MyLifeMyYoga competition

Chainga Doriji

Phuntsho Dema

01 August 2020: Ms, Phuntsho Dema and Mr. Chainga Dorji, avid yoga practitioners from
Bhutan, came second in the global 'My Life My Yoga' online video blogging competition
organised by the Ministry of AYUSH (Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and
Homoeopathy), India.

Ms. Phuntsho Dema said, " This recognition will set the foundation to pursue my future
career as a yoga professional,” while recalling the Yoga Instructors' course she had
undertaken at the Swami Vivekananda Yoga Anusandhana Samsthana University near
Mysore
Mr. Chainga Dorji said, ‘| was surprised that | have won and | want to say thanks to the
Prime Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi ji, Ministry of AYUSH and ICCR for organizing
this yoga competition. The awareness of yoga carried out by the Culture Centre of the
Embassy of India in Thimphu is making a positive impact in Bhutan!
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INDIA FOCUS: PM Modi addresses the Nation on 74th
Independence Day: #AatmaNirbharBharat

15 August 2020: Addressing the nation on the occasion of India's 74th Independence Day
from the ramparts of the Red Fort in New Delhi, Prime Minister Shri Narendra Mod
emphasized the theme of Aatma Nirbhar Bharat or Self-Reliant India. It is the need of the
hour for India to increase its contribution to the world economy and the world's welfare

PM Modi spoke of achieving self-reliance in the areas of agriculture, space, energy, health
infrastructure, and skills. As an example, he said that after having built up our capacities in
a short span, India is now producing medical equipment such as ventilators and personal
protection equipment kits to the extent that India is now supplying these items to other
countries. This was possible only because India set out on a path to achieve self-
sufficiency.

—n 4
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FIVIVIodI urged Indlians everywnere to take pride In local products by going vocal 1or

Local

INDIA FOCUS: Independence Day Greetings from Bhutan

Narendra Modi & v
@narendramodi

Thank you, Lyonchhen @PMBhutan for your good
wishes and your prayers! We also thank Their
Majesties and the Bhutanese people for the unique
and time tested friendship between India and Bhutan.

&) PM Bhutan & @PMBhutan - Aug 15

On behalf of the people of Bhutan, | would like to convey the warmest

wishes to the people and government of India on the occasion of the 74th
Independence Day.

15 August 2020: On the occasion of India's 74th Independence Day, messages of
qr@@‘ ngs were received from all qu ererx of Bhutan from Thelr 4«\,;;,\651%?5 The Druk
Gyalpos, Prime Minister Lyonchhen (Dr) Lotay Tshering, Foreign Minister ”’/mpo (Dr) Tand

DOHMHO:HW Vinister Lyonpo Dechen Wangmo, key ins mwm*” In the Royal Government
of Bhutan, political parties, bi-natior L,L ) d o-power project authorities, pro m‘v\mt
businesses, media houses, and the civil society, a reflection of our close

relations, underpinned by warm people-to-people

e and friendly

ties

https://elink.io/p/india-in-bhutan-984c310 8/18


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3jqaSQB-Nnc
https://www.indembthimphu.gov.in/adminpart/uploadpdf/25407Bhutan%20-%20Independence%20Day%202020%20Greetings.pdf

9/7/2020 BILATERAL: Covid-19 RT-PCR test kits to Bhutan | elink

twittercom

INDIA FOCUS: The Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir:
#OneYearOf Development

JAMMU & KASHMIR
NEW VISION
NEVWHORIZON

#0neYearOfDevelopment I

ONE NATION, ONE CONSTITUTION

A1 890 164

Central Laws State Laws
Applicable Repealed

State Laws
Modified &
Applied

_.- ' tory laws removed

05 August 2020: On this day In August 2019, the Parliament of India took the historic
decision to reorganise the erstwhile State of Jammu and Kashmir into the two new Union
Territories of Ladakh and Jammu & Kashmir. In this one year, the Government of India has

undertaken a number of developmental initiatives to bring back the Union Territory of
Jammu & Kashmir into the nation's mainstream, ranging from governance, education,
employment generation, sports, electrification of households, road and rail connectivity,
economic stimulus, and boosting the production of Kashmiri apples and saffron.
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INDIA FOCUS: India introduces the new National Education
Policy #NEP2020

Government of India

National Education Policy 2020

To develop important skills in students,
contemporary subjectswill be introduced at all levels

= Artificial Intelligence
« Environmental Education '
_ —
» Holistic Health & K ‘3 '

m Ministry of Education
L WA

» Organic Living

* Design Thinking
= Global Citizenship Education (GCE)

07 August 2020: Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi spoke on the new National Education

Policy, which
Education Policy will bring transformational reforms in both schoo
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INDIA FOCUS: PM Modi launches Agri-Infra Fund:
#AatmaNirbharKrishi

& FARMERS WELFARE
F INDIA

PM Modi Launches
Agriculture
Infrastructure

To provide debt financing facility for
post-harvest management Infrastructure
& community farming assets

Corpus of 71 lakh crore for FPOs, SHGs,
PACS®, Startups, Agri-entrepreneurs,
for other farm processing-based activities

Interest subvention of 3% per annum up
to T2 crore for a max. period of 7 years

Moratorium for repayment -+
from 6 months up to 2 yrs S

Scheme to be implemented
from August 2020

#HA atma N ir b ha r K r i s hi *Frimary Agri Credit Socleties B B August. 2020

09 August 2020: Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi launched an Agriculture
Infrastructure Fund of Rs. 1 lakh crore, which will benefit farmers and help agri-
entrepreneurs in building farming assets and post-harvest infrastructure, thereby
promoting self-sufficiency in the agriculture sector.

This initiative is in line with the national campaign of ‘Aatma Nirbhar Bharat or Self-Reliant
India.
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INDIA FOCUS: India celebrates National Handloom Day:
#\Vocal4gHandmade

Real-time Tracking

of Applications

User-friendly Interface
& Simplified procedure

One-stop PlatForm for \ L ’A\ U N [h H 0 F

information on all
handloom schemey

Real-time Information on
progress of different schemes

/0n[ine Lottery System For
transparent allotment of
stalls For various events

Integrated platform for all ¥
the Stakeholders - weavers, |
state agencies, apex bodies,

cooperative societies & other = HAND 'w 6] 5 "*--+
organizations 5N

#Voca14Handloom

Portal will be integrated
with DBT Portal

e

e 6th National

vement, which was

ich and diverse handloom legacy and
conserv m; the country's heritac ge
ign for ‘Aatma Nrt k r Bharat' or

ndia's Ministry of ched My Handlc

information on every ed to handloom T% S porta

stakeholders track applications in real-time, thereby e
efficiency
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INDIA FOCUS: PM Modi launches Optical Fibre Connectivity
to the Andaman & Nicopbar Islands

PM Modi Launches

Submarine Cable
Connectivity to
Andaman &
Nicobar Islands

ompleted before
es in the
\)

mplify
major port
frade

A&N to get all the be s of Digital India with
cheaper & better con ivity, improving online
education, tele-medicine, banking system etc

Service has begun on major islands from
Chennal to Port Blair, Port Blair to Little
Andaman & Port Blair to Swaraj Island

Date: 10

10 August 2020 P”i’mr\ f\v”’Hr* ster Shri Narendra Modi launched through video conferencing

the ¢ JU 1arine Optical Fibre Cab _) connecting Chennai and Port Blair in the
Andaman & Nicobar <f:{e'mfj<f: 5 CC ty will enable delivery of faster and more
reliable mobile and landline telecom services to the Andaman & Nicobar Islands, at par

with other parts of India

INDIA FOCUS: PM Modi launches new tax system:
#HonoringTheHonest
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‘Gov
COMMITMENT TO TAXPAYERS S0

+  To provide fair, courteous, and reasonable treatment

Treat taxpayer as honest

To provide mechanism for appeal and review
To provide complete and accurate information
To provide timely decisions

Taxpayef’s Charter To collect the correct amount of tax

TRUST,
TRANSPARENCY

To respect privacy of taxpayers

To maintain confidentiality

To hold its authorities accountable

To enable representative of choice

To provide mechanism to lodge complaint

To provide a fair & just system

To publish service standards & report periodically

#HonoringTheHonest Date: 13th August, 2020

13 August 2020: Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi launched a new tax system
Transparent Taxation - Honouring the Honest, touching a new milestone in the ongoing
process of Structural Reforms in India

The platform has major reforms like Faceless Assessment, Faceless Appeal and
Taxpayers Charter, which reinforce the Government of India’'s commitment towards
‘Minimum Government, Maximum Governance’

twittercom

INDIA FOCUS: PM Modi Launches the National Digital
Health Mission
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NATIONAL DIGITAL HEALTH MISSION

PARTNERING WITH CITIZENS, DOCTORS, AND HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS IN
—— CREATING A DIGITAL HEALTH ECOSYSTEM —

www.nha.gowv.in

15 August 2020: Speaking on the occasion of India’s 74th Independence Day celebration,
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi launched the National Digital Health Mission, which
aims to create a national digital health ecosystem by leveraging advancements in

technology for a healthier India

twittercon

INDIA FOCUS: New National Recruitment Agency to
conduct Common Eligibility Test

National Recruitment Agency (NRA)

GOOD GOVERNANCE
THROUGH TRANSPARENCY

@ Reduces time taken in selection process

_ Mitigates hardships for candidates from appearing
» in multiple exams of multiple agencies with similar
eligibility conditions

<
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District will have at least one exam centre, including

CET to be conducted at over 1000 centres, every
the 117 aspirational districts

A, Better access to rural, underprivileged candidates
and women

19 August 2020: The Union Cabinet of India approved the creation of a National
ecruitment Agency (NRA), paving the way for a transfo rmaT nal reform in the
recruitment process for ¢ H\T al governm emﬁkn by conducting a Common Eligibility Test
’i

his would enable candidates to appear once and apply to any or all of the respective
recruitment agencies for the h Qhw level of examination. The expected benefits include:
petter access to examination centres, major relief to women candidates and candidates
from Lmer economic strata and rural areas, the CET would be available in several
languages and the CET score would be valid for three years with no bar on the mmbcf of
atterr* pts, standardised testing

HUMAN INTEREST STORY: De-Suups Saluting the Indian
Flag
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15 August 2020 In a beautiful act of solidarity, De-Suups (Bhutanese national service
olunteers in orange uniform) were seen saluting the Indian national flag, while on
W@mﬂme duty at the India-Bhutan border, capturing the sentiments of the warm and
exceptional friendship between the two countries. The respect and dignity accorded by
the De-Suups to the National Flag on 15 August 2020 was ewmpbrv and unparalleled,
not least when Bhutan has been in a nationwide lockdown since 11 August 2020 and
combating the spectre of community transmission.

twittercom

HUMAN INTEREST STORY: Indian National Anthem sung by
5-year old Bhutanese girl
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15 August 2020: A five-year old Bhutanese girl, Khenrab Y Syeldon, presented the Indian

National Anthem in a beautiful, melodious manner on Independence Day 2020 to extend

greetings to the people of India. She is extremely popular in Bhutan and has over 18,000
Facebook followers.

READ MOR

INDIA TN BHUTAN

\Website | Contact Us | Consular Services | Media Center | Consulate General of India in

Phuentsholing

Address: Embassy of India, PO. Box 193, Jungshina, Thimphu
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