Embassy of India
Thimphu

Press Release: Gift of the ‘Made In India’ vaccine to Bhutan

Today, the Government of India has provided 150,000 doses of the ‘Made In
India’ vaccine to the Royal Government of Bhutan as a testimony to the special
relationship and wuniquely close friendship between India and Bhutan. This
consignment is a gift from the people and Government of India to the people and
Government of Bhutan. Ambassador of India Ruchira Kamboj handed over the
vaccine consignment to the Prime Minister of Bhutan Dr. Lotay Tshering in a
ceremony held at Paro airport on 20 January 2021. An Indian aircraft AN32 carried
the entire consignment of ‘Made In India’ vaccines into Bhutan.

Bhutan is the first country to receive the vaccine from India. Vaccines in
Bhutan have been received within five days of the launch of the world’s largest
vaccination drive in India under the leadership of Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi on 16 January 2021. The Prime Minister of India had stated on this occasion:
“We are committed that India's vaccines, our production capacity, serve the interest
of the whole of humanity.”

Prior to the delivery of vaccines, a training programme, covering
administrative and operational aspects, is being conducted on 19-20 January 2021 for
immunization managers, cold chain officers, communication officers and data
managers from Bhutan, both at national and provincial levels. India has also
provided training to Bhutanese healthcare professionals to enhance and strengthen
their clinical capabilities, under the Partnerships for Accelerating Clinical Trials
programme.

As a reflection of the special bonds of trust and understanding between India
and Bhutan that have existed over decades, the Government of India had earlier also
handed over ten consignments of medical supplies, portable X-Ray machine,
essential medicines and medical equipment. Going forward India will continue to
stand by Bhutan, in the fight against the COVID-19 pandemic.
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